L^nristiamty to some ui un; uuiccr nornans. Modern writers attribute to Mithnu'sm and the worship of Isis, which had also found favour at Rome, the inspiration of a deep and uplifting religious fervour in the last decades of the fourth century. The fathers were greatly troubled at times both by the moral power and the similarity of dogma of these new cults ; but in an age when Plato was believed to have taken lessons from Jeremiah, and the devil accommodatingly acted as an angel of light sometimes, the difficulty was not insuperable. However, Mithraism spread far and wide through the empire. If indeed Constantine had chanced to stake his fortune on Mithra instead of Jesus in his decisive battle, it is difficult to say what might have happened.
Finally, we must not forget the sect to which Augustine himself still nominally belonged. He has not presented it to us in attractive colours, it is true ; but there is a passage in Jerome (ep. 22, written in 384) which, considering the fewness of the Manicheans at Rome owing to persecution, should greatly moderate our impression. After a